IV                                            PBEFACE.
" On the other hand, the courses of lectures in our best universities, even with topics changing at intervals of a few weeks, do give exact knowledge and furnish a substantial basis for reading and investigation. . . .
" To extend the time of a lecture to two hours, and to multiply this time by three or by six, would be practicable within the limits of one week. An expert lecturer could present, in six two-hour lectures, a moderately extensive chapter in some one branch of mathematics. With some new matter, much that is old could be mingled, including for example digests of recent or too much neglected publications. There would be time for some elementary details as well as for more profound discussions. In short, lectures could be made profitable to all who have a general knowledge of the higher mathematics.7'
The colloquia preceding the fifth are the following :
I.  THE BUFFALO COLLOQUIUM, 1896.
(a) Professor   MAXIME   BOCHER,   of   Harvard   University : Linear Differential Equations, and their Applications. This colloquium  has  not been  published, but several papers appeared at about the time of the colloquium, in which the author dealt with topics treated in the lectures.* (6) Professor JAMES PIERPONT, of Yale University :  Galois's Theory of Equations.
This  colloquium   was   published   in   the  Annals   of Mathematics, ser. 2, vols. 1 and 2 (1900).
II.    THE CAMBRIDGE COLLOQUIUM, 1898.
(a) Professor WILLIAM F. OSGOOD, of Harvard University : Selected Topics in the Theory of Functions. This colloquium was published in the Bulletin of the Amer. Math. Soc., ser. 2, vol. 5 (1898), p. 59.
(6) Professor ARTHUR G. WEBSTER, of Clark University: The Partial Differential Equations of Wave Propagation.